NATURE

GREEN SCHOOL

Bali s absalutely full of peopie pretending to do things, pretending to know things, and pretending to care
about things. | have met far too many of them over the years. So when ! first heard about Green School,

I suppose some of that scepticism crept in there too. My naturai suspicion of the “jewellry-designer-turmed-
eco-entrepreneur” came rushing to the fore and | reduced my expectations to the normal “here for the life
style” Baii resident profile, says Alistair Speirs. However meeting the man himself on site and seeing what
he has acheived and what is being planned was another story.

ohn Hardy was a vd has

maco Balihis hamo for the lsst thirty years When he soid
T jowely company some yearsago h cedates msel
and has now

‘canservation with an ephasis on barboo,

created a bamboo-based construction and d

which is faScinating and Cutlng edge, and an astonSing

51001 "Green SChool” Where everyone else's Creams of an
eco-education are made into his reality

What  iked about John Hardy, as we traversed his “vilage" from

P Bambu factory area 10 the school, vas that he wasn't tying to

impress me.

respansibility, appreciating integrc
onesy, elic, and COmGsSon 26 Ore UNderg Vales: an
recognising the Importance of a holistc education

its cumriculum develops the essential skil, of reading, writing
mathematics and science to a high degree; has a Green aspect which
evolves from nature 10 ecology ta environment 1o Sustainabilty
through a ‘getting your hands dirty’ and ‘getting mud betwieen your
toes” approach; recognises and celebrates the local geographics
and cultural and artistic context; and is based on continuity an
progression.

without feeling he had to make me his closest friend. Let the bamboo
do the talking and it o

1wl U in @ future Issue to the whole bambioo design project
wihich 5 worthy of a story in itself.In this story let’s concenlrate on
Green Schoal. Here's the outline from its own literature:

“Its mission is delivering 3 generation of global Citzens who
are knowledgeable about and inspired to take responsibillty for the
sustainatilty of the workd by emphasising learming by doing’: placing

www.nowDall 50,10

environment using only natural and local resources in architecturaly

;inspires a o
salving continually explores. the Use of alternative ciean energy. and
seeks out scalable solutions to promote the longevity of the planet”
Too much? Actually no. But it was at the beginning of the schoo!
development and in the words of Ronaid Stones OBE fknown &
Rom. the schol irector heré's what happened. “Green School we:
trying to be all things to all people when it opened. We were offeri

“WALKING ROUND THE SCHOOL,
UNCOVERING INNOVATION AFTER
INNOVATION (THE LATEST BEING
THE VORTEX HYDRO GENERATOR)
YOU CAN'T HELP BUT BE
IMPRESSED"

academic rigour, we were offering Intemational Baccalaureats, we
e offering everything you could offer, which Was Unrealistc. our
tezchers were from around the world, and they were bringing vith
them methodologies, patterns, belief systems that they held on to.
parents started PUINg SWdents out, teachers started leaving. And
that was within three montns of the Sehool opening. Things had to
change. We had to develop a focus. And the focus we chose was
Green; we came back (o the purpase of us being hero cvery day.”™

RON 5 AYS
Green Schools camus spans nearly tenhectares aneithersige of e
Ayung River, One of our iCONIE STUCNUTES S a StURNIng Bamboa bricge
that spans the river and is emblematic of what we aim to achieve
at Green School: cannecting leaming with creatiity, environmental
responsibilty with scientific knowiedge; respect for self with respect
for the many cultures represented in and around the School
develop a Green cuiculum and Green enterprises,
students will have more and mare exposure 10 learning practical

ways of looking after, and making the most of the envronment. This
Tearming wilinform and empower the 10 become leagers of thelr
gorumLntes s arrversn e enonmerel s that
the planet 5o desperately needs.

reen Schoots nicueness s Rt e by o racion

h,and.
o a0 o o s, r Bt e v s
reen School through a generous scholership program. We are grateful
10 be abie 10w upon the culural richness of 8l and ndonesia

1 can anly agree: Welking round the scoal, Lncow
after innovation (the latest being the vortex hyoro gener
anft help but be impressed. and when you stand in “Heart

g was ain
Itis an inspiring building, the tropical equivalent of a gothic cathedral,
the sehool that Swiss Famity Robinson would have built, It is amazing
S0 will It work? Here we turm to Ron Stones again, | think in the
future Green School may be the kind of school that parents. wil
Say “Let's send you for a year or two 1o Green SCool 10 have that
experience” and it could be the pre-university years. Good universities
nowadays, certainly in the westem wiorl, are not just looking for
Students, you've 5ot (o Nave sometning exua, Especially the Oxford
Cambridge people, they want something very different. Wi, you
can't get much different than the Green School. Fve done three
headships of international schools in Sautheast Asia—8ritish School
in Mania, Briish International School in JaKkarta, Tanglin Trust Schocl
n Singapore. 've had t reitvent myself to come to this. | believe this
s the future of education”
impressive and practica, | 1ke the committment ang (e direction
the global model of sustainable education”. TS Story teserves to be
1S 5 410t Qserves yout tenion. e
welldone

e, whall.ca.id \1AACH 1010 87



